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And the Jad 7) unto the ſervant, Go out into the high- 
' ways, and hedges, and compel them to come in, that my 


e may be filled. 


. O06; are che PRE” of. our Yaviour, i in 
bie e of the marriage feaſt. The primary and 
immediate deſign of the parable is, to reprove the 
Jews, for their rejeRing the Metian, and the privileges 
of the, Goſpel diſpenſation. 

By the King, we are to 3 the moſt high 
God, by his Son, Jeſus Chriſt. The royal marriage re- 
prelemts the myſtical union, between Chriſt and his 
Church; and the type or ſhadow is infinitely excel- 


led, by the reality. The fupper prepared denotes the —__ 


manifeſtation of the Meſſiah, together with the privi- 
leges and benefits of the chriſtian Church, purchaſed 
and beſtowed by him, on believers. Thoſe, who were 
firſt invited to this feaſt, were the Jews, God's ancient 
covenantpeople: Chriſt firſt came unto his own, even o 
the loft ſheep of the houſe of Hrael. Thoſe in the highways 
and hedges denote the Gentiles, who, 1 in the context, are 
de ſeribed as the poor, the maimed, the halt, and the blind; 
and who, at that time, were __ Chriſt iſt, bein aliens 
from the commonwealth of Iſrael, and ſtrangers from the 
covenantsof promiſe, having no hope, and without God in the 
world. The bs wa ſent by his Lord, to give the gra 
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cious invitation, may ultimately refer to the prophets 
under the Jewiſh ceconomy, but more immediately to 
the apoſtles, and to chriſtian miniſters, in iron! un- 
der the Goſpel diſpenſation. 

For as God governs the natural worthy general 
lags and ſecond cauſes, ſo he fulfils his cb and 
carries on the work of his grace, by the uſe of appoint- 
ed means. To this end, chriſtian miniſters. are raiſed 
up, and ordained, by him. 

When Jeſus Chriſt aſcended up on high, 15 guve, as 
a legacy to his Church, ſome apoſtles ; and ſome prophets ; 
and ſome evangeliſts ; and ſome paſtors and teachers ; hs the 
per fecting of of the faints ; for the work of the min WAY 3 ; for 
the edification of the body of Chriſt. 

Chriſtian miniſters are inſtruments in the hands of 
Chriſt, for promoting the peace of his Goſpel Jeruſa- 
lem, and the proſperity of his ſpiritual Zion. Ina 
qualified ſenſe, they are ambaſſadors for Chriſt, - as 
though God did beſeech ſinners by them, to be recon- 
cCiled to himſelf ; or, in the words of the n, they, are 
to compel ſinners to come in. Hence, 

In the ſequel of this diſcourſe, we mali entered 


to ſhow, in what way, and by what means, the miniſters 


of Chriſt are to compel ſinners to comply with the terms 
of ſalvation. This, of courſe, will lead us to ſpeak of 
ſome of the principal qualifications, which a miniſter 


muſt poſſeſs, to enable him rightly and Len ne 10 1 


ecute this office. 


| LA, phraſe, compel them to come in, kt been —_ 


preſented and much abuſed, by ſuperſtitious. and big- 


oted men. It has been interpreted by the Church of 
Rome, as authorizing a ſpirit of perſecution.” But no- 
thing can be more foreign from the original and true 
meaning of it. The ſword, which Chriſt uſes in ſubdu- 
ing the ſinner's heart to himſelf, is that, which:goeth out 


* his mouth 7 and he has never authorized his diſci- 
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ples to uſe carnal weapons, in a ſpiritual warfare. A 
W ſpirit of perſecution directly oppoſes 1 the mild temper 
= and genius of chriſtianity. It is not only evil and 
W cruel, in its nature ; but wrong and misjudging, i in its 
6: delign. For if it could ever plead, that its object was 
W to convince and to reclaim the erroneous, this object 
it never attained... * The inquiſition never made he 
heretic orthodox; neither did the burning of the fin- 
ner's body ever tend to purify his ſoul.” _ 

We ſhall, therefore, offer violence to the word of 
God, and to our text in particular, if we interpret it, 
as countenancing, in any degree, the cauſe of perſe- 
cution. Compel them to come in, in the true evangelic 
ſenſe, ſignifies no more, than earneſtly. to intreat or per- 
Juade, by the uſe of arguments and motives.“ 

The chriſtian miniſter is to work upon the human 
wind, only as a moral agents and BOY, the W in- 


p * The * 4 word is SET Mat. X1V. 22. "where" it is Faid, 72 fur 
conflrained his diſciples, to get into a hip, which he did, not by violent 
meaſures, but by perſuaſion. The diſciples alſo aſed a word of ſim- 
ilar import, when they deſired Chriſt, to ſpend the evening with 
them, at Emaus, Luke xxiv, 29. where it is ſaid, They conflrained him. 
But their conſtraint was by mere entreaty, far from any force or vio- 
lence. Thus the apoſtles compelled the Gentiles to receive the Goſ- 
pel, by perſuaſive arguments, and by the force of truth recommended 
by the holineſs of the apoltle s lives and confirmed by the evidence 
of their miracles, _ 

Ir is paioful to turn the pages of biſtory, and read the ſufferings of 
the primitive chriſtians, in the perſecutions they endured, for tho 
word of God, and for the teftimony, wwbich they held; ſuch as, being I 
_ crucified, ' emboweled, : burned alive, drawn in pieces, tryed in iron 
chairs, ſeared with torches, being put into veſſels of boiling. oil, wrap- 
ped i in the ſkins of wild animals, and then hunted as beaſts of the for- 


that of Diocleſian, including the ſpace of about two hundred and 
twenty years, were but little more, than o one continued ſcene of cruel - 
ty and blood. But ſtill, God has not left-bim/elf without witneſs. ' A- 
midſt all the flames of perſecution, he has ſupported his Church, ſuf- 
fering neither the malice of men, nar the gates of bell to prevail 

_ egain{{it., While the Church has reſembled the buf is its Hurninge 
: it has reſembled i it alſo, in not being , 


eſt. The ten heathen perſecutions, from tbe reign of Nero, to 
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cious invitation, may ultimately refer to the prophets Pl. 
under the Jewiſh ceconomy, but more immediately to 1p 
the apoſtles, and to chriſtian minifters, 1 in general, un- *" 
der the Goſpel diſpenſation, = 
For as God governs the natural world by general de 
laws and ſecond cauſes, ſo he fulfils his counſels and 1 Oo 
carries onthe work of his grace, by the uſe of appoint- it 
ed means. To this end, chriſtian miniſters. are raiſed | he 
up, and ordained, by him. = 
When Jeſus Chriſt aſcended up on big h, je gave, as _ 

a legacy to his Church, ſome apoſtles; and Rinks prophets ; g G 
and ſome evangeliſts ; and ſome paſtors and teachers ; for the il © 

Her ſecting of the ſaints ; for the work of the min ifry ; for = - 
the edification of the body of Chriſt. : le 
Chriſtian miniſters are inſtruments in the hands of : ft 

Chriſt, for promoting the peace of his Goſpel Jeruſa- = 

lem, and the proſperity of his ſpiritual Zion. In a hs 
qualified ſenſe, they are ambaſſadors for Chriſt, as 
though God did beſeech ſinners by them, to be recon- ... 
ciled to himſelf ; or, in the words of the text, they are W n 
to compel ſinners to come in. Hence, 3 
In the ſequel of this diſcourſe, we ſhall endende 1 
to ſhow, in what way, and by what means, the miniſters 1 
of Chriſt are to compel ſinners to comply with the terms 1 
ol ſalvation. This, of courſe, will lead us to ſpeak of , 


ſome of the principal qualifications, which a miniſter 
muſt poſſeſs, to enable him rightly and faithfully tO e EX- 
ecute this office. 

This phraſe, compel them to come in, has been mine. 
preſented and much abuſed, by ſuperſtitious and big- 
oted men. It has been interpreted by the Church be 
Rome, as authorizing a ſpirit of perſecution. But no- 
thing can be more foreign from the original and true 
meaning of it. The ſword, which Chriſt uſes in ſubdu- 

ing the ſinner's heart to himſelf, is that, which goeth out 
of his mouth ; and he has never authorized his diſci- 
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ples to uſe carnal weapons, in a ſpiritual warfare, A 
ſpirit of perſecution directly oppoſes the mild temper 
and genius of chriſtianity. It is not only evil and 
cruel, in its nature; but wrong and misjudging, in its 
deſign. For if it could ever plead, that its object was 
to convince and to reclaim the erroneous, this object 
it never attained. *© The inquiſition never made the 
heretic orthodox; neither did the burning of the ſin- 
ner's body ever tend to purify his foul.” 
We ſhall, therefore, offer violence to the word of 
God, and to our text in particular, if we interpret it, 
as countenancing, in any degree, the cauſe of perſe- 
cution. Compel them to come in, in the true evangelic 
ſenſe, ſignifies no more, than earneſtly to intreat or per- 
ſuade, by the uſe of arguments and motives _ 
The chriſtian miniſter is to work upon the human 
mind, only as a moral agent, and by the impulſive in- 


VTV 


gre 


— 


FVV 


ee 


e 


* The ſame word is uſed, Mat. xiv. 22. where it is ſaid, Jeſa 
conſtrained his diſciples, to get into a ſhip, which he did, not by violent 
meaſures, but by perſuaſion, The diſciples alſo uſed a word of ſim- 
ilar import, when they defired Chriſt, to ſpend the evening with 
them, at Emaus, Luke xx1v, 29. where it is ſaid, They conflrained him, 
Bat their conſtraint was by mere entreaty, far from any force or vio- 
lence. Thus the apoſtles compelled the Gentiles to receive the Goſ- 
pel, by perſuaſive arguments, and by the force of truth recommended 
by the holineſs of the apoltle's lives and confirmed by the evidence 
of their miracles. 1 e ap 3 . 

It is painful to turn the pages of hiſtory, and read the ſufferings of 
the primitive chriſtians, in the perſecutions they endured, for the 
wword of God, and for the teflimony, which they held; ſuch as, being 
' crucified, emboweled, burned alive, drawn in pieces, fryed in iron 
chairs, ſeared with torches, being put into veſſels of boiling oil, wrap⸗ 
ped in the ſkins. of wild animals, and then hunted as beaſts of the for- 
eſt. The ten heathen perſecutions, from tbe reign of Nero, to 
that of Diocleſian, including the ſpace of about two hundred and 
twenty years, were but little more, than one continued ſcene of cruel - 
ty and blood. But till, God has no left bim ſelf auithout witneſs. ' A- 
midſt all the flames of perſecution, he has ſupported his Church, ſuf- 
fering neither the malice of men, nar the gates of hell to prevail 
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again it. While the Church has reſembled the 6% is its burning, 


ic has reſembled it allo, in not being conſumed. 
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fluences of moral ſuaſion. He is to compel by the 
force of argument; by counſels and warnings ; by 
exhortations and entreaties. He is to ſet life and 
death before the ſinner ; urging every poſſible mo- 
tive, to perſuade him to repentance, that he may ob- 
tain the one, and to diſſuade him from fin, that 
he may eſcape. the other. He is to inſtruft him 
in the duties of chriſtianity ; in the nature, and impor- 
tance of regeneration, of faith and repentance, of love 
and new gbedience. Theſe are the great terms of 
ſal vation Hand in order to enforce the propriety and 
neceſſity of them, the chriſtian miniſter will endeavour, 
I. To ſhow the ſinner to himſelf, holding up to his 
view the guilt and depravity of his heart. Though God 
made man upright ; yet they have ſought out many inventions. 
By reaſon of our apoſtaly, the whole head is fich, and the 
whole heart faint. In us, that is in our fleſh, dwelleth no good 
ting. We are dead in treſpaſſes and fins, We have a 
carnal mind, which is enmity againſt God ; and, therefore, 
have become obnoxious to his vindictive juſtice, and 
liable to everlaſting baniſhment, both from his pre- 
ſence and favor. Theſe are truths, which the miniſter, 
who 1s faithful to Chriſt, and to the ſouls of men, will 
inculcate and enforce. He will lay the ax at the root of 
the tree. He will begin at the foundation, and endeav- 


our to make the ſinner ſenſible. of his guilt, and feel 


himſelf undone. He will, therefore, lead him to an 


acquaintance with his own heart. He will ſhow him 
how evil it is, in the ſight of God; ſhow him the pride 
there, which muſt be humbled, the pollutions, which 
muſt be cleanſed, and the plagues, which muſt be cured, 


| before it can become the temple of the living Gd. 


De whole need not a phyſictan, but they, who are ſick. The 


ſinner muſt firſt be convinced of the evil of his ways, 
before he can be converted, to the wiſdom of the juſt. 


* 


He mut firſt feel himſelf loſt; before he can ſee his need 
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| of a Saviour. He muſt ſtand condemned, at the bar of 
his own heart, before he will plead guilty in the fight of 


God; and be deeply ſenſible of his ſpiritual maladies, 
before he will apply to the great Phyſician, for the 
healing balm of his grace. Under theſe convittions, 
he will find; that Chriſt alone can ſave him. Hope in 
the creature, and hope in himſelf, will now vaniſh away. 
He will ' ſee the vanity of all his former dependen- 
cies ; that on Chrſt alone he can rely; on the Rock of 
ages only, he can build his hope, in ſafety. 1 
To ſuch an awakened ſinner, the Chriſtian miniſter 


| will act the part of a counſellor and of a comforter. He 


will adminiſter both the directions and the conſolations 
of the Goſpel. Taking him by the hand, in a ſpiritual 
ſenſe, he will lead him to the foot of the croſs; there 
point his bleeding ſoul, to the bleeding Jeſus; and bid 
him hope in that blood, which was ſhed for the expiation 
of human guilt, and which cleanſeth us from all ſin. But 
this leads me to obſer ve,, . E 
II. The chriſtian miniſter will urge the goodneſs of 
God, and the compaſſion of Jeſus Chriſt, as motives to 
influence and perſuade finners, to accept the offers of 
JJ 679 08 tbe 0 Pie mm- 
When ve call to mind the goodneſs of God, in our 
creation, in makingus rational and intelligent creatures; 


in giving us powers and faculties, for noble actions, ac- 


quirements, and enjoyments; in making us capable of 
knowledge and virtue, and of pleaſures and delights, 
both intellectual and moral, how ungrateful and odi- 
ous muſt we appear, even in our own view, if, inſtead 


of ſerving and obeying him, we allow ourſelves in ſin 


and rebellion againft him! Has he not alſo been a kind 
and tender Parent to us, ever ſince he gave us life? 
Has he not clothed and fed us, comforted and ſup- 
ported us; yea, taken a kind and fatherly care of us? 


Hou then can ve be ſo evil and unthankful, as to diſ- 
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honor his name, and abuſe his goodneſs, which ought, 
and which is deſigned, to lead us to repentance ! Has he 
not given his Son, to ſuffer and die for our redemp- 
tion ? What ignominy and reproach, what pains and 
agontes, has the Lord Jeſus undergone, for our reſ- 


toration to divine favor! He was wounded, that we 


might be healed. He ſuffered pain, that we might en- 
Joy peace. He died, that we might live. Having pur- 


| Chaſed a ranſom for us, at the price of his own blood, 
he is now, with all the endearing motives and perſua- 


hons which the Goſpel contains, inviting usto the arms 
of his mercy ; to the manſions in his Father's houſe ; 
and to the glories and felicities of his heavenly king- 
dom ; and ſhall the manifeſtations of his kindneſs and 


love be deſpiſed by us ! Inſtead of accepting his gra- 


cious invitations, ſhall we take pleaſure in doing that 
abominable thing, which he hateth ! Bluſh, O ſinner, at the 
blackneſs of thy ingratitude, and at the vileneſs of thy 
heart! The effuſions of divine goodneſs, and the in- 


finite condeſcenſion and compaſſion of - Jeſus Chriſt, 


ſuggeſt, to every reaſonable mind, moſt powerful and 
winning motives, to embrace the Saviour, and comply 
with the requirements of the goſpel ; and he, who feels 


not the influence of ſuch motives, muſt be callous to 
natural, as well as moral, ſenſibility. His heart muſt be 


made of adamant, and the tiger muſt have given him 


fuck. 


III. Chriſtian miniſters will perſuade ſinners, by 
holding up to their view the evil nature and fatal con- 
ſequences of fin. | 


Sin not only oppoſes the glory of God; but the hap- 
pineſs of the creature. The practice of it, while it fills 
the boſom with inquietude, ſtrows the path of life with 
thorns. What ſatisfaction can there be, in the exer- 
ciſe of evil paſſions, and in the indulgence of finful 
habits ?. Do the emotions of anger, malice, and re- 
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venge, afford peace to the mind? Do ve derive any 
quietneſs, from pride and ambition, from avarice and 


envy? Can we find any intellectual and moral pleaſ- 
ure, ſuch pleaſure as the foul loves, in profaneneſs 


and wantonneſs, in ſenſuality and intemperance? Can 


the mind, in the hour of cool refleQion, enjoy any 
true ſatisfaQion, from cheating and lying, from de- 
frauding and ſtealing? In ſhort, is there any real de- 
light to be taken, in committing evil, or in doing wrong? 
There may be a kind of barbarous and brutal ſatisfac- 
tion, in thus doing; but there can be no ratio nal, or 
pure mental, pleaſure, in ſuch actions. On the other 
hand, perplexity and pain neceſſarily attend evil prac- 
tices. We may as well attempt to gather grapes of thorns, 
or figs of thiſiles, as expe to find any true enjoyment, 
in the ways of vice. Are not ſhame and diſhonor, 
trouble and wretchednefs, the natural effetts of fin? 


Nothing is more true, than that divine declaration, 


The way of tranſgreſſors is hard. There is a numerous 


train of phyfical and temporal evils, attending a vi- 


cious courſe. The pleaſure of fin laſts no longer, 
than while we are committing the act; and even then, 
we often find bitterneſs. But no ſooner is the act over, 
than reflection begins to plant a ſting in our boſom, 


by reaſon of which, there is no peace to thie wicked. What | 
can equal, in pain and anguiſh, the compunRtions of 


guilt, preying, like Prometheus' vulture, upon the 
very vitals of the foul? The evil conſequences of ſin, 
in regard to the preſent life, may be urged, as no ſmall 
argument, to diſſuade ſinners from their evil courſes. 
For it is a dictate of common prudence, to ſhun and 
avoid that, in future, which we have once experienced 

to be painful and pernicious. But we are not to ſtop 
here. The pains and ſufferings of vice, in the pre- 


* world, to the impe nitent ſinner, are but the be- 
ginnings of ſorrow. There is a dreadful hereafter, a 


(13) 


never ending ſtate of puniſhment, beyond the grave. 
The torments of hell, therefore, may be held up to 
the ſinner, as a moſt powerful motive, to perſuade him 
to comply with the terms of ſalvatfon. The torments 
of hell, my hearers, are not the dreams of a wanton im- 
agination, nor the extravagancies of fancy. They are 
awful realities, founded in the word of God. In this 
ſacred volume, they are repreſented to us, by thoſe 
things, which are moſt painful to our feelings, and 
ſhocking to our ſenſes; by the gnawing of the worm, 
that dieth not ; by weeping, wailing, and gnaſhing of teeth ; 
by being cut afunder, caſt into outer darkneſs, or into a 
lake, that burneth with fire and brimſtone. But all theſe 
repreſentations, deſcriptive as they are, fall ſhort of 
giving us a true and adequate conception of the 
puniſhment of the wicked. For it cannot be fully re- 
_ preſented, either to the ſenſes or imaginations of men. 
What enhances, what dreadfully enhances, this pun- 
iſhment is, it is eternal. This we infer from the ex- 
preſs and poſitive declarations of the word of God, 
where the perpetuity of future puniſhment is aſſerted 
as plainly, as language can make it; and for convic- 
tion, we need but turn the ſacred pages. Is never 
ending miſery, then, the doom of impenitent ſinners? 
How dreadful in thought! But more dreadful in ex- 
perience. O eternity! Thou vaſt gulph, which ab- 
ſorbeſt all our conceptions. No meaſures can trace 
thy bounds. No numbers can compute thy duration. 
Millions of ages are but a blank, in compariſon with 
thee. Let the impenitent ſinner think of the future 
puniſhment of the wicked, and ſeek for an intereſt in 
Jeſus, who delivereth us from the wrath to come: and 
ſurely, chriſtian miniſters, thus knowing the terrors of 
the Lord, in imitation of the apoſtles, will perſuade men. 


| ſequences of {in are to be held up to the inner, as a 


IV. Not only the odious nature and pernicious con- 
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ves in the enjoyment of his own mind, 


( 13 ) 


diſſuaſive from an evil courſe; but, on the other hand, 
the joys and rewards of virtue may be urged, as a mo- 
tive, to influence and perſuade him to duty. 
Religion is a campp ind of all, that is excellent and 
amiable. Mild and benevolentin its nature, it-breathes 
peace and pleaſantneſs to all, who love and pratliſe 
it. It ſoftens our temper, regulates our affeQions, 
and harmonizes the ſoul. It gives joy to our minds, 
goodneſs to our attions, and beauty to our character. 
While it affords inward peace, it diſpoſes us to live 
peaceably with our neighbor; to do good; and to be 
uſeful in the world. Being good in its nature, it is 
uniformly good and happy in its effects. Its ways are 
ways / pleaſantneſs, and all its . are peace. The exer- 
Giles of religion afford a double fatisfattionto the mind, 


ariſing not only from a pleaſing ſenſe of having diſ- 


charged duty, but from the amiableneſs of the exer- 


ciſe, in itſelf. For a virtuous ſenſation is always a 
grateful and a pleaſurable one. 1 88 


gratifications of ſenſe, in compariſon with that ſatisfac- 
tion, which ariſes from a conſciouſneſs of doing right? 

There are charms in innocence, which we cannot, be- 
hold, without loving; and there is a luxury in doing 
good, which he, who bas once taſted, cannot but wiſh 
to taſte, again, What pure and refined pleaſure muſt 
a virtuous and peaceful mind experience from itfelf ? 
A ſtranger autermeddleth not with the joy. It is a fore; 
taſte of heayen, and ſuch as angels know. He, who 
> En t of his own mind, has no occa- 
hame, in his own breaſt; a reſource there, whence he 
can derive the pureſt fatisfattion; a fatisfaQtion, which 
this, world can neither give nor take away, This i 


vard enjoyment will enhance all the bleſſings of prog. 


perity; and, in he. ſuffering ſcenes of life, it will 


What are the emoluments of vice, what are all the 


| ( 14 ) 


draw out the fling of adverſity, and gently aſſuage the 
wound. It is more than a balance for outward lof. 
ſes and diſappointments. Though we be deſtined to 


feed upon 'the bread of adverſity and the water 'bf affliftion, 


in regard to outward things ; yet, while this inward 


peace remains, it will ſupport us, and, in a true and 


dignified ſenſe, we may ſtill rank among the hap fe 
In ſhort, it will ſmooth and beautify the path of 

before us, blunting 1 its thorns, and ſpreading i its ro- 
ſes.” What is of the gon importance, it will en- 
hven our hopes, and fill our minds with comfort, in 


the near views of death. For, if o heart condemn. Us 


not, then have we confidence towards God. 


Here, therefore, we may call up to view the farithe 


recompenſe of reward. For we are not to confine the joys 
and bleſſings of virtue to the preſent life. The good 
man enjoys but a ſmall part of his happineſs here below. 
When his days on earth ſhall be numbered and finiſh- 
ed, he ſhall enter upon a bleſſed immortality, and wear 
an unfading crown of glory, in the heavenly world. 
Various are the expreſſions, uſed by the ſacred writers, 
to repreſent the joys and felicities of the bleſſed ſtate 
above. It is called, a kingdom, a crown of glory, an in- 
 heritance, the paradiſe of God. The bleſſedneſs of the 
ſaints is further deſcribed, by wearing whate robes, by 
reſting from their labors, by keeping à Sabbath, and the 
like. Theſe expreſſions, borrowed from earthly 
things, repreſent the heavenly world, as affording all 
the honors and enſoyments, which even the enlarged 
Toul can deſire. But in vain do we attempt to de- 


ſcribe the joys of heaven. For, eye hath not ſeen, nor 


ear heard, neither have entered into the'heart of man, the 
things, which God hath prepared for them, that love him. 
et requires perfection, to deſcribe what is perfect; 


and none can decypher the arcana of the heavenly 
kingdom, but thoſe, who are admitted there, and be- 
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bold the glories and enjoy the bleſſedneſs of it. The 


greateſt earthly comforts are but ſhadows and faint re- 
ſemblances of the joys above. Hence, let ſinners be 
perſuaded to make their peace with God, and to lay 


up for themſelves a treaſure in heaven. 1 oe 
V. Miniſters are to improve ſpecial occaſions, and 


W favourable opportunities, to make ſerious impreſſions, 


on the ſinner's mind. There are certain ſeaſons and 
times, when the mind is more tender, chan at athers ; 
and conſequently, in a better ſtate i decir divine 
inſtructions. The outward circumſtance of people 
often contribute to ſeriouſneſs of heart. When peo- 
ple are brought into trial and affliction ; when their 
earthly proſpects are darkened, and providence has 
frowned upon their. temporal affairs ; they are. natur- 
ally led to reflect upon the vanity of worldly things, 
Thisisa favorable opportunity for the miniſter, to direct 
their thoughts to a better, to an heavenly country. Are 
they bereaved of dear relatives, or beloved friends ? 
The miniſter will take occaſion, from ſuch bereave- 
ments, to remind them of the uncertainty of life, and of 
the neceſſity of their own preparation for death. He 
will counſel, as well as comfort them, under their trials, 
While he attempts to aſſuage the aching wound, with 
the conſolations of the Goſpel, he will endeavour to 


© impreſs the heart, with the duties of it. Are they viſit- 


ed with ſickneſs? Here the miniſter will find their minds, 


in a degree, diſengaged from worldly cares, and at 


leiſure to Attend to ſerious things. It is a juſt obſer- 


vation, that we are never ſo virtuous, never ſo much 


diſpoſed for religious meditation, as in time öf ſick- 
neſs. The thoughts are then naturally engaged, in 
ſpritual concerns ; and the- faithful miniſter will im- 


prove the opportunity, for religious inſtruftions, and 


for ſerious uſes. Many have been reclaimed by adver- 


| fity, who have been hardened by proſperity. In try- 


H 


ing and affliftive ſcenes, in the houſe of mourning, and 
in the chamber of ſickneſs, religious impreſſions are 
more eaſily, and often more deeply, made; and, there. 
fore, the chriſtian miniſter will aithfully 1 improve fuch 
occaſions, for ſuch purpoſes. 
Having thus, in a (curſory manner, ſhown in what 
way, and by what means, chriſtian miniſters are to com- 
bel ſinners to come in, or to comply with the terms of 
_ falvation, we are now of courſe, led to mention ſome 
of the principal qualifications, which a miniſter muſt 


_ Polleſs, to enable him rightly and faithfully to execute 
of 3 ü 


his office. And we obſerve, 
1. That he muſt be a man of genius, orof Wen men- 

tal powers. We do not ſay, that a perſon is diſqualih. 
ed for this office, if his talents be not of the firſt mag- 
nitude, and of the moſt brilliant kind. What we al- 
ſert is, that the powers of his mind ſhould be decent, 
and not below mediocrity. A perſon of a ſlender ca- 
pacity may be more uſeful, in ſome minor employ- 
ment. The work of the miniſtry i is a great and ardu- 
ous work; and not only fidelity, but wiſdom, is requi- 
| ſite, in the ſervant, whom his Lord maketh ruler over his 
houſehold, to give them meat in due feafſon. 
A miniſter has to confront the prevailing are;uicts 
of menagainſt the truth, andto defend it, in oppoſition 
to infidels and gainſayers ; and, therefore, he ſhould 
be able to reaſon ingeniouſly and concluſively. He 
bas to inſtruR the ignorant, in the nature and import- 


ance of divine things, and, of conſequence, he ought 


to have a clear mind, and a ſound judgment, that he 
may form right conceptions, and make accurate diſ- 
tinftions. For, otherwiſe, he will be liable to miſre- 
preſent the doctrines and duties of the Goſpel, to miſ- 
take falſehood for truth, and thereby lead his hearers 
into error. He ought to be capable of becoming well 
acquainted with the holy Scriptures, that he may re- 
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move apparent difficulties, and maintain the harmony 
and conſiſtency of the facred writers. He, who in- 
culcates the duties of ctiriſtianity, ſhould be capable 
of underſtanding them, that he may explain with clear- 55 
neſs, and enforce with energy. He ought to be able 
to ſatisfy the minds of reafonable and ſerious inquirers. 
Beſides; a miniſter has, in his inſtructions and exhorta- 
tions, to accommodate himſelf to the different capaci- 
ties, and to the various tempers and humors, of people; 
or, in a qualified ſenſe, he has to become pl! things to all 
men; and this, ſurely, requiresprudence anddilcretion. 
Again; it is a matter of conſequence, thata miniſter 
poſſeſs, not only a found judgment, but a copious and 
lively imagination; that the manner of his inſtructions 
may be pleaſing, as well as the matter of them impor- 
tant. A lively fancy, guided by diſcretion, is a very 
uſeful qualification, in a goſpel miniſter, who has to 
addreſs the paffions, as well as the underſtandings, of 
men. Duties and virtues, repreſented in a pleaſing 
light, and recommended in a graceful manner, will be 
more likely to engage the attention”: andwin the affec- 
tions, of men, than if their diſplay be-unaccompanied 
with outward ornaments. ' A word fitly ſpoken is like apples 
of gold, in pictures of ſilver. In every view, therefore, it 

is important, that a miniſter poſſefs natural abilities, 
which are decent, or which, at leaſt, arenotbelow me- 
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diocrity. 9 5 
2. He ſhould be a man of education, or of literary 
attainments. It is true, that the apoſtles, the firſt 
preachers of Chriſtianity, are repreſented as unlearned 
and ignoramt men. But we can, by no means infer from 
this, that literary acquirements are unneceſſary to a 


miſ⸗ chriſtian miniſter, Becauſe, this defect of learning, in 1 
rers the apoſtles, was, in a ſupernatural manner, ſupplied 
well by God. When they were called to preach the Goſ- 

re- pel, not having had an opportunity to purſue the uſual 
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(48) 
and ordinary nad of ſtudy, God was pleaſed, by im- 
mediate inſpiration, to endue them with ſuitable and 
neceſſary qualifications, . For, being filled with the Ho- 
ly Ghoſt, they began to ſpeak with other tongues, as the Spirit 
gave them utterance... Hence, if learning were not a ne- 


ceſſary qualificatton, i in a Goſpel miniſter, * certainly 
the moſt wiſe God,“ as Dr. South well obſerves, 


« would never have been at the expenſe of a miracle, 
to endow men of that calling with it.” But as the 


canon of Scripture is now cloſed, we have no author- 
ity to expect any particular inſpiration, to ſupply our 


literary deficiencies; and he muſt be an enthuſiaſt in- 
deed, who can make ſuch a pretenſion. 


The chriſtian miniſter, therefore, who, is profeſſion. 
ally an inſtructor and a leader, muſt go through a 


courſe of education, and furniſh his mind with uſeful 
knowledge. For, if the blind lead the blind, the conſe- 


quences will be evil. How can a miniſter teach oth- 
ers, it he be jgnorant himſelf ? An ignorant miniſter, 
or inſtrutor, is a ſoleciſm in language; y it in- 
volves a palpahle contradittion. ee i 


An acquaintance with the liberal arts and ſciences 


enlarges our views and conceptions. It helps us to 


underſtand the holy Scriptures, and. aſliſts us, in ex- 


plaining them to others. Education methodizes the 


mind. It arranges dur thoughts, and reduces them to 
aſyſtem. Conſequently, it enables us to reaſon, more 
ingeniouſly, to inſtru more profitably, and to enforce 


with more energy. A miniſter, therefore, ought to 
cultivate his genius, by literary inquiries; and to trea- 


ſure up uſeful knowledge; or he will be but a blind 


guide to thoſe, whom he profeſſes to lead. He muſt 
give himſelf to ſtudy, both previouſly to his entering 
upon his ſacred employment, and while be continues 
init, Otherwiſe, he will not be a ſcribe inſtrufted unto the 


. kingdom, of heaven; otherwiſe, he will not bring out of his 


treaſure, things new and old. 
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He muſt be a man of grace. He muſt feel the 
ohne of that religion, which he profeſſes and incul- 
cates, Wiſdom and knowledge are uſeful handmaids; 


but grace mult be the miftrefs of the houſe. - If a min- 


iſter does not love and cheriſh religion, in his own 


heart, it is vile hypoeriſy for him to profeſs; or pretend 


to inculcate it. If he has never been convinced of 
ſin himſelf, how can he counſel and direct others, un- 
der their convittions? If his own heart be not eftabli/h- 

ed with'grace, he will be but a very unſkilful artificer, 


to build up others, in the faith and duties of the Gof- 


pel. For a miniſter to want grace, is to ftumble at 


the threſhold. Becauſe, grace is the prime requiſite; 


and withoutft, he can be neither acceptable to God, 
nor profitable to men. A miniſter muſt not, therefore, 
eſt in the outward form of godlineſs ; but he muſt ex- 

perience the power, or reality, of it. He muſt have a 


renewed and ſanctified heart. Becauſe, he, who benr- 


eth the veſſels of the Lord, ſhould be clean, He muſt be ſin- 
cerely and warmly engaged in his holy profeſſion, and 
in the cauſe of religion. For, coldneſs and indiffer- 
ence ill comport with miniſterial duty. A fincere re- 
gard to the glory of God, and the good of ſouls, ſhould 
animate his labors.” In ſhort, the incenſe of piety and 
grace muſt be ſhed abroad in his heart, that all his mini 
trations may partake of the ſacred perfume. | 

4. A minifter ſhould be moral and dremplary, pru- 
dent and” eircumſpett, in his life and converſation. 
He muſt enforce his precepts, by his practice. Mere 
abſtinence, from overt acts of immorality, is not ſuffi. 
cient to recommend the miniſterial character. But 
the power of godlinels; and the beauty of holineſs, muſt 
adorn it. A miniſter can never effeQually inculcate ; 
upon others, what he does not praktiſe himſelf. It is 
not enough'to'preach once a'week; or merely on the 
mal. but be mult — every day, by his * 
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and, inſtead. of reclaiming, hardens ſinners. Fo 


 Iic's eye will be upon him; and he will be carefully and 
narrowly. obſerved. There will be always ſome, to 
watch for his halting. Things, which may appear in- 


— 
33 
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example. It is the -obſervation of one of the chriſ. 
tian fathers, “He preaches ſublimely, whole life is ir- 
reproachable.” How ſhocking is an unholy life, ina 
ſacred profeſſion! An immoral and unexemplary min- 
iſter .dishonors Chriſt ; diſſerves the cauſe of religion; 

15 
though he may preach like an angel, yet, if his conver- 
ſation be imprudent and diſſolute, all his preaching will 
be ineffectual. He will give occaſion to the thought- 
leſs and profane, to reproach and ſpeak evil of this 


condemned. How then can be expe to be acquit- 
ted, al the bar of God! His doom muſt be aggravated. 


Again ; the chriſtian miniſter muſt be · circumſpeſt 
and exemplary, in his deportment; becauſe, the crit - 


different in another, are often thought exceptionable in 


a miniſter. A human infirmity, or a ſmall deviation 


from the line of pradence, may be ſometimes magnifi- 
ed, into a groſs and wilful error. He muſt, therefore, 
watch over his actions, and govern his life by the ſtritt-· 
et rules of circumſpettion. In ſhort, he muſt endea · 
your, agreeably to our Saviour's direction, to unite 
che wiſdom of the ſerpent, with the innocence of the dove. 

In the review of what has been imperſeftly ſuggeſt- 


ed, we are reminded, my reverend fatbers and breth- 
ren in the miniſtry, of the means, which we are;to.ule, 

in order to perſuade ſinners to comply with the tei 
of ſalvation; and of the qualifications, whic 
gquiſite in us, for executing our ſacred office, May 


h ar 0 a Le- 


we be wanting neither in qualifications, nor in faith- 
lulneſs. Glorious and honorable is the work, in which 


Ve are engaged; and diſtinguiſhed is the reward of | 


thoſe, who turn many to righteoujneſs, 1 But at the we 


iſt 


0 21 ) 


time, our employment is arduous, and attended with ya- 
W rious difficulties. It requires the greateſt care and 
& diligence, to be found faithful in it. Does it not be- 
come us, on this occaſion, to examine ourſelves; to 
review our ſervices; and ſee, whether we have made 
8 full proof of our minzſtry 3 whether our diligence has cor- 


reſponded with the greatneſs, and our zeal been pro- 


portioned to the goodneſs, of the work, in which we p 


have, deen engaged ? We are too apt to be negligent 


and cold, even in things of the greateſt moment. Our 


beſt ſervices are attended with imperfeQtions. For our 
remiſſneſs and unfaithfulneſs, does it not become us, 
this day, to humble ourſelves, in the fight of God; and 
1 repair unto that blood of atonement, which was ſhed 
or the prieſthood, as well as for the congregation ? Let 
us now feel afreſh our ordination vows, and renew our 
reſolutions to be faithful, inthe ſervice of our divine 
Maſter z and, to this end, may God afford us the alfiſt- 
nt BEI Ä.... bas poles Amy ans ocls 
- To the Paſtorele&, I now turn myſelf, It is at your 
requeſt, dear Sir, that I ſtand here, this day; and with 
peculiar emotions, I now addreſs you. Particular cir- 
eumſtantes oecaſion particular feelings. Long and 
intimate has been our acquaintance. For, being na- 
tives of the ſame place, * it began in our early life; and, 
what is a moving circumſtance to me, you are a lamb of 
my father's flock. Add to this, you was pleaſed to put 
yourſelf under my inſtrutlion, in your preparatory 


tudies; for admiſſion into the Univerſity; when I was 


led to form a more particular. acquaintance with you, 
which-has-ripenedg.as-I. truſt, into a fincerc and mutual 

My fond concern for your welfare, reſpeRability, 
and uſefulneſs, went wich you to the Univerſity, It 


r ee 
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iter, But his life A * 
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accompanied you into public life; and it does not for: 
ſake you, my dear brother, on the preſent occaſion. 
As you are about to be conſecrated to the work of 
the evangelical miniſtry, I hope and I truſt, that you 
enter upon it, with ſerious views, and virtuous inten- 
tions; and I wiſh you much ſucceſs and proſperity 
Your employment 1 tb perſuade ſinners to comply 
with the terms of ſalvation; and let your heart be en. 
gaged in your employment. Be Faithful to the people 
of your paſtoral charge; be faithful to your own ſoul. 
Remember that you muſt watch, as one, who muſt 
give an accdunt. You enter, my dear brother, upon 
the work of the miniſtry, in a dark and difficult day; 
when infidelity prevails, irreligion abounds, and the love 
of many has waxed cold ; and, therefore, the greater muſt 
be your exertion and diligence, in the work before 
you. You muſt indeed devote yourſelf to it. Let 
the ſpiritual intereſts of your people be ever dear to 
your heart. Regret no labor nor toil, to become prof. 
itable to them. Make it your conſtant endeavor, to 
Promote their everlaſting good. Be judicious in your 
mode of preaching. Offer not ſtones for bread.— 
Bring not controverſial diſquiſitions and metaphyſical 
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ſub tilties, into the ſacred Deſk. But let your preach- fle 
ing be plain and evangelical; and then it will be prac - 5: 


tical and profitable. Be inſpired with a laudable am- 
bition to excel, in literary and divine attainments, that 
you may excel, in being uſeful, and in doing good. 
To this end, give yourſelf to reading, to meditation, 
and to ſtudy. Give yourſelf, alſo, to frequent and 
fervent prayer for divine aſſiſtance; that you may be · 
come @ workman, who needeth not to'be.aſhamed. . 
Ever be ready to take a ſympathetic part with your 
people, both in their proſperities and adverſities. In 
their troubles, eſpecially, let your heart bleed with C 


(23 ) 


| 3 their's. Be no ama to them, in ſickneſs, and in 
ke various trying ſcenes of life; but viſit, pity, and 
W comfort, them. 


Endeavour, at all m and on all 
occaſions, to be uſeful. 3 

Let your deportment be regular and exemplary, 
prudent and circumipett ; giving no offence, in any thing, 


kat the miniſtry be not blamed. Enforce your precepts, 


by-yaur example. Seek to render yourſelf beloved 


and reſpeQed, both as a man, and as a miniſter. En- 


deavour to gain the eſteem of your people, by the pu- 
rity, of your doctrines, by the faithfulneſs of your la- 
bors, and by the amiableneſs of your life. 0 
But after all, my dear brother, you muſt expe@ trials 
and difficulties, in your miniſtry; and often vill you 
find your heart diſcouraged. Vou will feel the bur- 
dens of your ſacred employment, preſſing heavily up- 
on your ſpirits. Yaur labors, though labors of love, 
may not be acceptable ta all. You will find much in- 
attention to your religious inſtructions ; and often, yea 
very often, will you have to look, in vain, for the fruits 
of your miniſtry. With all your prudence, you muſt 
not expett to eſcape cenſure, Your beſt intentions 
may be miſinterpreted ; and the miniſter has his feel- 
ings often wounded, by unkind and uncharitable re- 
flections. But you are to remember, that this life is a 
ſtate of trial; and you are not td look for uninter- 
rupted enjoyment here below. Make God your de- 
pendence, and let oo hope be in him,” Bear in 
mind, far your comfort and encouragement, thoſe gra- 
cious promiſes, Lo, I am WITH YOU, and, My Grace 
18 SUFFICIENT FOR YOU. Be ſtrong, then, my brother, 
in the grace, that is in Chrift Feſus. Be faithful unto 
death, and great wilt he your: reward in heaven. $a et 2 
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I now addreſs myſelf to the beloved Church d 
Chriſtian Society in this place. eie 


N 'Brotven and Chriſtian * + M5 al 
| Accept my congt ratulations, on the joyful prope 
now b t is a number of years, finee 
aged and ae a paſtor⸗ has been taken off from "his 
public labors, by reaſon of bodily infirmities, and fince 
he has been removed, by death. Fer a long perie 
you have been in a deſtitute ſtate, involved in arkniet, 
and difficulty ; and, though there is not, on this '6eca- 
fon, a perfed unanimity among you, which we feeling. 
ly regret, and, towards the diſſatisfied, would exerciſe 
a candid and tender ſpirit; yet, we cannot but indulge 
a hope, that your trials are, in a meaſure, paſſing over, 
and that brighter and more joyful ptoſpekts are, this 
day, opening to your. view. God grant, that our hope 
may not prove deluſive. We rejoice with you, that 
the great Repairer of breaches, and Head of the 
Church, has, at length, led you to the ehivice of ane, 
to take the paſtoral care of you, who, by his own con- 
ſent, is about to be ſet over you in the Lord, who, we 


ye 
truſt, is qualified for this important office, and Who, of 
we hope, will approve himſelf a paſtor after God's own Wl > 
heart. May he be a rich and laſting bleſſing to you, 
that you and your children may have occaion to be. v 
Joice, in the tranſattions of this day. it 
From my long and particular e with blen tk 
I might ſay many things in his favor. -Upon Wes la 
you will find his character to be good. From bis es- ii 
dle, it has been unexceptionable; and 1 Hops; he will a 
ſtill maintain a good report, among you. I truſt that c 
you will find in him a diſpoſition, that is amiable, and 1 
a heart, ſincerely engaged in the prometion of your 0 
ſpiritual good. I doubt not, but he vill feel his obli- h 


gations, and uſe his endeavors, to be Moy 
5 een of his Pallopal, duties. I 


N 


* 
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Be not wandüng te . "my brethren, on your part, 
in teſtimonies 0 re ſpelt affeklion. Be candid, 
towards him. Treat Kis Welings, and his reputation, 
with tenderne d. Never be difpoſed to indulge a cen- 
ſorious and uncharitable f pirit, 10 as to magnify bis hu- 
man infiiftttes; into wilful errors ; but rather veil 
them, with a mantle of love. Be much in rayer to 
God, for him; and encourage his heart, by pupQu-. 
ally attendin his miniſtrations, and by pit under 
Hom, 'F'know of ne greater Joy, which'a min Mer can 
have, than ta ſee and Naß that his people walk in the 
truth; and that he has precious ſouls, as ſeals of his | 
miniſtry iy, 

- Liberally and cheerfully ſupport him; that he may 
not have occaſion to embaraſs himſelf, in Tecular cares, 
to provide for his own ; but that he may have leiſure, to 
devote himſelf to the duties of his profeſſion. When 
God, therefore, ſmiles upon your labors, and gives 
you cee to rejoice in the bounties and bleffing 8 
of his providence, forget not ta rejoice the heart of 
the Levite, that is within, your gates. 

Tf his qpinion mould happen not exaltly to agree 
with yoyr's, in all points of Men, you muſt be char- 
itable and catholic: : Remember, that each one has to 
think for himſelf, and it is iwpofſible for all to Sk i 
late alike, '* The. beſt of men differ ; their underſtand- 
ings differ ; various aſſociations have been accident- 
ally formed, and different principles have been inno- 
cently, and pers devoutly, 1 which, even 
in a courſe of juſt and ſenſible reaſoning, WR, ne- 
ceſſarily lead to different concluſions.“ “ Notwo, per- 
haps, ever thought exaktly alike, in all things. But 
the opinions of men will be found to be as various, as 


the ſeatures of the face... We muſt make allowance 
see Dr. Doddridge s Sermon,on Cifie Cider and Vnanimity: | 


: (86) 


for human infirmities, for different modes of educa. 
on, and habits of thinking. There may be diverſities 
of opinion, without affecting the eſſential principles of 
piety. Two perſons may differ in ſpeculative ſenti. 
ments, and both be good men.* _ 


Fe : %, * 


Guard, therefore, againſt diviſions and contentions. 


. 
. 


Let no root of bitterneſs ſpring up and continue among 
you. But cultiyate a ſpirit of brotherly loye, and mu- 
tual forbearance. Make jt your conſtant endeavor, 
to keep the, unity of the Spirit, in the bond of peace: and 
God grant, that you may long know, how good, end how 


[1 cloſe with a brjef addreſs oo din numerous Aden 
- You have this day heard, my chriſtian friends, the 
motives, which you have, to practiſe duty and accept 
the offers of ſalvation; and can you wiſh for motives 
more weighty or perſuaſive? By the goodneſs of God, Ch 
by the compaſſion of Jeſus Chriſt, by the evil conſe- 


When Luther heard ſome called Lutherans, and ſome, Zuinglians, of 
it gave him diſpleaſure. He entreated that his name might be kept 
zin ſiſence; and that none might be called Lusberant, but Chriftians. 

Who is Lat ber, he aſked? The doctrine is not mine; nor was I cru-. 

eified for any. The apoſtle would not have one called of Paul, and 
another of Apollus, and another of Cepbas, | Whence, therefore, ſhall 

this happen unto me? Shall the children of God be called by vile 

names? Away with the idea. O friends! Away with ſchiſmatical 


The nominal diſtinctions, among Chriſtians, have proved a ſource- 
of much contention and unhappineſs, in the world. They have diſ- 
ſerved the cauſe of religion, and have had an evil influence upon the 
pence and welfare of ſociety. | But why ſhould mere names have ſuch 
weight? To make diſtinctions without a difference, and to diſ- 
pute about trifles, is unworthy of a reaſonable mind. Chriſtians, 
would do well to contend leſs, and love more. If we agree in the eſ- 
fentials of chriſtianity, why need we controvert about modes and 
ſpeculative opinions? It is inconſiſtent with the law of love, and in- 
eompacible with the chriſtian chsrakter. 
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. quences of ſin and the torments of hell, and by the 
ties pleaſures of virtue, and the joys of heaven, be now 
s of perſuaded to embrace the Savior, and partake of the 
ne. banquet of his love. Come, for all things are now ready. 


Why will you let carnal affections conſpire againſt your 
peate, ſo as to make you refuſe the gracious invita- 
| tions of the Goſpel ? Why will you fin agamn/t God, and 
thereby wrong your own ſouls, as well as dishonor him ? 
Let us all be more wiſe for "ourſelves, and, without de- 
lay, ſecure an intereſt in Jeſus, that we may be prepared 
for a peaceful death, and for a happy immortaſity. 

A large affembly naturally reminds us of that all im- 
portant day, when we muſt meet an aſſembled world; 
at the bar of God; and the probability is that I ſhall 
never meet you all together again, till that day. FARx- 
WELL till then. May God make us all faithful in his ſer- 
vice here, that in the conſummation of things, we may 
be found of him in peace ; and be received into the 


Church of the fo born, which are written in heaven, to ce- 
lebrate, in exalted ſtrains, the praiſes of Jzuo0yan and 


of the Lan, for ever and ever, 


n 
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the el- 
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bleffed world above, to join the general aſſembly and 
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(THMEDIATELY PRECEDING TRE ORDAINING PRAYER 
x | m_ THE GHARGEy,  { Oy | 


Du the Rev. Mr. Ot aνν,⁰ of Mute 


FOR as much as the church and congregation in 
this Second Pariſh of Rowley have choſen and called 
you to be their Pas rox and Txacubs, and have now 
Publicly renewed it, and you have publicly ſigniſiod 
your acceptance of the ſame—and as this Ecclefiaſtical 
Council, convened for the purpoſe of ordaining you, 
have received ſatisfaſtion, upon a cateful examination 
of all matters relative to the ſame, + That the way is 
clear to proceed; We, the ſaid Council, do, in the 
name of the great Head of the Church, in the uſual 
way of theſe churches, by prayer and laying: on of 
hands of the Preſbytery, now ordain you to be a Miniſter 
of the Goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt ; and, in ſpecial, to be the 


Paſtor, Teacher and Overſeer, or Biſhop, of this flock 


of God, to preach the word of God, to feed Chriſt's 
ſheep and his lambs, do admiaiſter the ſacraments of 
the New Teſtament to the viſibly qualified ſubjetts, 
and to perform all the other parts of the miniſterial and 
' Paſtoral office to this whole flock, and in every part of 

the Lord's vineyard, and to all men, as you ſhall have 
opportunity and a call, in an orderly way, but in a ſpe- 
cial manner, in this church and congregation, as their 
own ſtated Paſtor and Teacher, over whom the Holy 


Ghoſt how maketh you an Overſeer, * 
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. „a Walen 
| yo: are now. ks 3 . 8 
ty of Jeſus Chriſt, to the miniſtry of the e 
goſpel, and om paſtoral Charge of the ſecond churc 
and congregation in Rowley. 

And whereas it is of great . to the honor 
of Jeſus Chriſt, the edification and comfort of his peo- 
ple, the ſalvation of many ready to periſh, and the wel- 
: fare of your, own ſoul, that you faithfully diſcharge the 
uuſt committed to you, we Charge you, be 178 God, and 
the Lord Jeſus Chri rſh wha will judge the quick and the dead, 
at his appearing an kingdom, TARE HEED TO THE MIX 
ISTRY, WHICH THOU HAST RECEIVED: IN THE LonDg 
THAT THOU FULFLL ir, ſerving the Lord with all humil- 
iy of nd, end waiching for fouls, as one, who muſt give 


Tor this end, Take heed: unto th 2 If. See, dear bro- 
ther, that your own heart be N to the Redeem- 
er's intereſt, and that the heavenly religion, you are 
to preach to others, be the model of your own life. 
Look well to the principles, which actuate you. Keep thy 
heart with all diligence. Benotentang gled with the affairs 
of this life. Be ſober, vigilant, te 2 in all things, and 


follow after mignon ** He * Len 


me kneſs,. 
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know their ſtate ; cultivate a Chriſt-like tenderneſs to. 
_ wards them; and let your addreſſes, public and private, 
all diſcover, not a clear head only, but a heart, which 


- Bb. -.: 


to your doctrine, that it be always "conformable. Be no! 


(30 
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Tae heed alſo unto all the flock, over which the Holy Ghoſt 
maketh you an overſcer: And as you love the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, feed the ſheep, and feed the lambs. Give 
unto all, their portion in due ſeaſon.— That you may 
do this, with the greater'advantage, give diligence. to 
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truly loves them, and ardently wiſhes their falva. 


' Preach the word. Let the Revelation, which God 
himſelf hath given of his nature, mind and will, be the 


» 
* 


ground work of all your teaching. And take feel un. 


de ſfamed of the Goſpel of Chriſt. © Deliver it in its own lim. Ml © 


1 | | - } i IG . | h 
plicity ; and avoid the oppoſitions of ſcience, falſely ſo called, : 
which ſome profeſſing, have erred: concerning the faith. _ * 
Apply yourſelf with ſpecial diligence to teſtify the gof- 
fel of the grace of God. Declare the freenefs and the 


riches of it. IIIuſtrate it from the ruined Rate and MW ** 


guilty charafter of man, the objectof it. State the way 


of ſalvation, with all poſſible plainneſs; and zeſtzfy, to 


all perſons, repentance toward Coq, and t auth toward the 


Lord Jeſus Chrift. 


— - 


- Preach Chrift in all his offices; and, by every ſcrip- 


tural method of perſuaſion, .compel ſinners to come in, 


and ſubmit themſelves to him, that they may have, life, 
Preach evangelical holineſs, in all its branches; and 


7 
o 


in God, may be careful to maintain good works, 


ſtantly affirmed, To TH 


mark what thoſe doArines are, which are to be con. 
s END, that they, who haue belteurd 


* 


Be inſtant in ſeaſon, out of ſeaſon : reprove, rebuke, exhort 


with all authority, and with all long ſuffering. Shun not to 


declare the "whole counſel of God. As a true watch- 


man, warn every man,—And, be pure from the blood of 
all nen. „%%% TOTS Ta 
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We moreover give you in charge to adminiſter the 


ſac raments of the ne teſtament to the proper ſubjeas; 


and diſpenſe the diſcipline of the houſe of God with 
impartiality and prudence, courage and compaſſion.—— 
Let no man deſpiſe thy youth.: Neither lord it over God's 


| herutage ; but be an example to all the flock, in word, in con- 


verſation, in charity, mn pirity in faith, in purity—in all 
6 45 approving thyſelf as a miniſter of God. oi 
| Negleft not the gift that is in 725 Give attendauce to 
reading, to meditation ; And above all, ve yourſe If to pray- 
er and depend on the promiſed 8 of Jeſus 
Chriſt For, who is ſufficient for theſe things? 5 

Believe, for your encouragement, in him, who hath 
faid, My grace is ſufficient for you. And, if you ſhall ob- 
tain mercy of the Lord, to be faithful, in his work, know 
that when, the chef Shepherd ſhall appear, you Ju: receive : 
a crown. of glory that fadeth not away. 

Keep therefore this charge unrebukable, and the fame com- 
mit unto faithful men, as you ſhall be called thereto. Grace 
be with thee—The Lord. Fefus be with thy ſpirit 
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RICH HAND OF FELLOWSHIP. | 
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B the Rev. Mr. Bxapron, of e wy 


"HE Apoſile Tok a dam e Yan oats a0 
as pure a flame of unfeigned benevolence, as 
any, in his own age, or perhaps in mr other, in his firſt 
Epiſtle general, to all the followers of Chrift, obſerves, 
That, which we have feen and heard," declare we unto you 
ye may have that fellowſhip with us ; and truly our fl 
ſhip is. with the Father and with his "ſon, efus Chriſt. " pe 
Hence, we may obſerve, that the fellowſhip, which W an 
the goſpel requires, is with the great Father of the Uni. ¶ pe 
verſe, with his Son, Jeſus Chriſt, and with all thoſe, he. 
who fre evidently his followers and friends, through: wh 
out his extenſive dominions. In 
The Union of theſe compoſes that Münte bundle of eter. Ml me 
nal life, in which the ſouls of the redeemed ſhall be bound I lo. 
up, and ſealed for a happy, a never ending eternity. I iv: 
From the Apoſtle's conduR, in declaring to his fel- W gr? 
low chriſtians, what he had ſeen and heard, of the by 
great thin gs of the Goſpel, ve learn, that the fellowſhip, WO 
which our divine Lord and Maſter requires of us, is {hi 
founded upon likeneſs of ſentiments, likeneſs of affec- ¶ inſ 
tions, and likeneſs of purſuits. Without a good degree IE to 
of theſe, there can be nothing of that exalted and ſub- I} Va 
lime harmony, which ennobles and dignifies ſociety,and ¶ <ic 
raiſes the ſoul, to the higheſt pitch of felicity. We Il ban 
muſt, however, be careful to diſtinguiſh between cr- 
cum ſtantials and eſſentials, i in religion; otherwiſe, we ſol: 
hall fall greatly ſhort of that evangelical fellowſhip, wel 
Which was the ornament, happineſs, and glory of the Lo 
diſciples of our common Lord and Maſter. T1 mit 
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A fellowſhip of this kind affects the whole univerſe 
of intelligences. For it has been the great obje& of 


Iaivine attention from eternity. It excites the admira- 
tion and delight of angels and ſaints, in the world of 


love, and joy; the malice and rage of devils; the con- 
tempt and ridicule of infidels; the abſurd and ridicu- 
lous triumph of deceitful and falle 1 rofeſſors; and the 
Fc uk id 
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© Theinfinitelybenevolent and condeſcending Prince 


of peace, in carrying into execution his purpoſes of 


grace and mercy, has, from among men, commiſſioned 
ambaſſadors for himſelf, to preach the glad tidengs of 
peace, to a rebel world; to proclaim liberty to the captives, 
and the opening of the priſon, io thoſe, who are bound, to 
perſuade mankind to renounce every ſelfifh purſuit, and 
heartily embark in the great and glorious cauſe, in 
which the Triune God, and all his friends are engaged. 
In a word, the great object of this embaſſy is, to pro- 
mote a permanent fellowſhip, between the upper and 
lower world. For, it is the miniſtry of reconciliation, be- 
tween God and man. But all do not comply with the 
gracious propoſals. of heaven, made known to them, 
by the ambaſſadors for Chriſt, To hold up, to the 
rorld, therefore, this important friendſhip and fellow 
ſhip, between God and his friends, the bleſſed Jeſus has 
inſtituted the. ſignificant ſign of giving the right-hand 

to thoſe, who are introduced, as laborers, into the vine- 
yard of the Lord; a ſign pleafing to the friends of 
Zion; but terrible, io her enemies, as an army with 


The giving of the right-hand, in this, public and 


ſolemn manner, is an expreſſive token of our hearty 
welcome of a fellow laborer, into the vineyard of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt; of our unfeigned affedtion and 
miniſterial communion and fellowſhip with each other; 
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ſolemnly pledge 


nn 
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and of our mutual dependence, under the great Head 
of the Church, on each other, for that aſſiſtance, which 
is ſo defirable among preachers of the Goſpel, _ 
With this view, by the defire, and in the name of 
this venerable Eccleſiaſtical Council, I give you, Rey, 
and dear Sir, this 1ight-hand, We moſt heartily con. 
gratulate you, on the dedication of yourſelf, to the 
at and arduous work of an ambaſſador for Chriſt, 
We bid you a hearty welcome into the vineyard of 
our Lord. We cheerfully acknowledge you a broth: 
er and fellow laborer, in the goſpel. And we hereb 
| dination vows, to afford you 


our or 


all reaſonable and Goſpel affiſtance and fellowſhip, if 
you continue to walk in the order and faith of the 
_ goſpel ; —And we expect the ſame from you. May 
ve ever walk in the ſ{elf-denying and, but delightful, 
paths of Goſpel duty. We wiſh you much of the aid 
of the Holy Ghoſt, and the preſence of our glorious 


Lord and Maſter. May you enjoy the affeCtions of 
this church and people ; and may you early have the 
pleaſure of ſeeing the work of the Lord proſper 
in your hands; and when you have finiſhed your 
courſe and fulfilled your miniſtry, may you /hne as the 
brightneſs of the firmament, and as the ſtars for ever a 


We would now congratulate this Church of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, on this, joyful occaſion.” Long 
have you been as ſheep, ſcattered on the, mountains. 
The heavens have heard your cries, this day your 
prayers are anſwered in having one ſet over you in 
the Lord, whom you have choſen out of that large“ 
number of candidates for the Goſpel miniſtry, ho 
haye ſeryed amon g you. 2 %%% 


_ *Sixty-three candidates have been employed, in this Pariſh 
the Rev, Mr. CnanbrEA was taken off from his 
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public labors,” - | 
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Men and brethren, we humbly hope and truft, the 


Paſtor, whom you have, this day, placed over you, is 
a merciful grant of ham, who hath aſcended on ugh, and 
received gifts for men. Long, long, may he ſhine, illu. 
minated by the Father of lights, in this golden can- 
dleſtic ; and you have reaſan to rejoice in his light, 
May the great Head of divine influence, in copious 
effuſions, ſhed abroad his love, in your hearts, and in 
the hearts of all fleſh. May you ever experience 
the joys of Goſpel ad for the lake of our Lord 
Jeſus Wy 5 


AMEN. 
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